
 
 

 

The Old Ipswichian Club               July 2015 eNews 

  

Dear OIs, 

 

The OI year is ever busy, and for that I am grateful.  You will read in this eNews 

reports of dinners and sporting events, and discover that a varied programme is in 

place for the autumn. 

 

Nationally and internationally we live in difficult times.  Perhaps each generation 

says the same.  Economically, Great Britain may officially (and in reality) be in a 

better position than many countries, but what is certain is that the gap between 

“haves” and “have nots” is wider than it has been for some time.  Most OI Club 

events are free, and where they are not your committee works hard to keep the 

cost down.  We wish all events to be accessible to every OI. 

 

I hope to see you during the autumn but, until then, have a wonderful summer. 



 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Guy Main 

OI Club Chairman 

 

 

Recent Events 

 

London Dinner at the East India Club, St James’s Square 
Wednesday 22nd April 
 
On 22 April we returned to the East India Club for the London Dinner.  As in 2014, we 
were treated extremely well.  Dinner was delicious, and the venue was as bright this 
year as it had been dull a decade or so ago. 
 
Your President, Bob Clayton, hosted an enthusiastic group of OIs.  His guest speaker, 
Ray East, cricketer, groundsman and legend, entertained us all with appropriate stories 
of his cricketing life, as well as reminiscences of his time at Ipswich School.  He was 
keen to mention that he had outlasted several headmasters, and he was pleased to 
toast the health of the OI Club.  
 
The (current) Headmaster, Nick Weaver, responded and gave a report on events at the 
school.  For many OIs, the evening continued after the formal event, with friendships 
enhanced or developed. 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OI Summer Lunch at School – Saturday 6th June 2015 

 

 

What used to be the Diamond Lunch has become the Summer Lunch.  This 

incorporated the celebrations of the Class of 65 (see below).  OIs who left the 

school at least 50 years ago, plus their partners, toured parts of the school and 

lunched together.  This is always a convivial and enthusiastic gathering, made 

more so by a special archives display arranged and hosted by Melissa Joralemon, 

Leigh Belcham and Jill Belcham.  This was very well received: our thanks to the 

three of them. 

 

The Chairman of the school governors, the Headmaster and the Club Chairman 

spoke.  

 

 

 

 



50th Anniversary Celebrations for the 1965 leavers as part of the 

Summer Lunch 

A true re-union! 

The prospect of meeting former class mates whom you last saw 50 years ago is, 

quite honestly a somewhat daunting one; will you recognise faces, voices, tones or 

‘distinguishing features’? 50 years isn’t like 10 or even 20 years, as it’s getting on 

for a lifetime! 

 

It was back last year that I had the good fortune to witness the leavers of 1964 

meeting again, at a day on School Field, and they seemed to get on well, no long 

quarrels surfaced, no blood spilt, lots of smiling faces and laughter – would the 

1965 leavers group be similar? 

 

The planning for us started way back in dreary January, courtesy of Lindy Hacker, 

when we realised that the School records were regrettably incomplete, and 

somewhat inaccurate to boot. However through the magic of emails and enquiries 

around, lofts were searched and a list of pupils was found who formed the 1965 

leavers group. (Some may remember the blue covered termly lists of everyone in 

every year, giving lots of essential information). 

 

The decision was reached that an outreach was required, thus a tightly written 

article was prepared and submitted to the East Anglian, plus photo of John Rendle 

and myself, which magically appeared just 3 weeks before the re-union, together 

with a ‘paid notice’ asking (begging!) year group ex pupils to make themselves 

known to the OI Club. Word spread and the great day came. Who would come? 

We only knew of just four probables. 

 

Coffee time in the Masters Common Room; firstly John Jewhurst over from 

Norway; then Nigel Mayhew together with Stephen Harvey; John Rendle; Trevor 

Clarke, famous for his cinema; Neville Pearce; Duncan Wells; Clinton Hall; and 

myself. Conversation soon flowed, the punishment book poured over (with many 

exclamations), people identified in photographs; and if there were any doubts or 

‘spooks in the woodwork’ worried about beforehand, they were soon dispelled at 



 

that early point. 

 

Most of us joined the first group tour of the school, many having not been back in 

50 years; is this where the rabbits were kept for biology?; is this REALLY the same 

swimming pool? And amazement at the scale and size of the new indoor sports 

hall, and other facilities. 

 

We then enjoyed a wonderful lunch in the Dining Hall, at our own special table, 

before informally chatting for an hour or so near the old ‘Manual’, enjoying rare 

sunshine. We have swapped emails, wanting to trace and build up the network, 

and have even more of us next year. We truly had a great time, so please get in 

touch, keep in contact, and watch out for a reunion event next June.   

And thank you to the School, Lindy and Vicki, for all your hospitality and help. Be 

back soon! 

 

Report by Michael Warner (OI 1953 – 1965) 

 

  

 

 

 

 



OI Golf – 28th May 2015 

The usual venue for this meet is Woodbridge but due to the low numbers and 3 out of 

the 4 players were members of Purdis Golf Club, the match was moved to Purdis.  The 

final scores were: 

 

David Cordle    32pts 

Bryan Caley      31pts 

Tim Gregory     31pts 

John Edwards    26pts 

 

 

Forthcoming dates  

OI Golf Dates:  

Purdis Heath – Thursday 2nd July – OI v School match 

Fynn Valley – Thursday 13th August 

If you would like further information about the OI Golf Club or to take part in any of 

the matches, please contact Bryan Caley through 

caley@ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk.  All players are very welcome to come along. 

 

OI Rugby 7’s Tournament at Notcutts (the old Top Field) 
Sunday 6th September 

Plans are in motion for this popular annual event.  The day will start with a 

10.30am meet for an 11am start – yes, really, 10.30am for 11am please.  JLS are 

booked to supply their usual fabulous fayre and the OI Club will organise the 

drinks.  The School is looking to enter two teams and there are rumours of a staff 

team.  We now need OI teams to answer the challenge.  If you would like to take 

part, please contact Ben Savory through ben_savory@btinternet.com.  

mailto:caley@ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:ben_savory@btinternet.com


Alternatively, if you would like to come along and support you are very welcome, 

food and refreshments are available for all.  If you could let us know, it would be 

very helpful for catering numbers.  We look forward to welcoming many of you 

there. 

 

President’s Event – Friday 16th October, 2015 

Great School and Little School 

 

The President’s Event this year is a wine tasting and food evening to raise funds 

for Alzheimer’s research. There will be a variety of foods to complement the wines 

from different countries.  Bouquest Garni catering company will be preparing the 

food and the Colchester wine company supplying and describing the wines.  Wines 

may be purchased on the night and a cash bar will also be available. 

This promises to be a fun evening and one that you should keep free (bearing in 

mind that all money generated will go towards a very worthwhile local Alzheimer’s 

research charity.)  Tickets will be £20 each.  Please put it in your diary and support 

your hard working and renowned President, Bob Clayton 

 

Information and Details: 

If you would like details on any of the OI events, please contact Vicki Spray 

through oievents@ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk and she would be very happy to help you. 

 

 

 

mailto:oievents@ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk


 

 

OI News 

School v MCC – Tuesday 19th May 2015 at School 

This is always a popular match but this year it was even more notable because the 

MCC team included seven Old Ipswichians, which is believed to be a record. Along 

with skipper Chris Swallow the other OIs playing were Hugh Thomas, Ian Swallow, 

Sasha Ward, Alistair Douglas, Oliver Magnus and Martin Holland. Usually the 

game is an all-day ‘declaration’ game but this year, due to clashing with exams, an 

afternoon game of 40 overs per side was played. The MCC reached 187 for 6 offits 

40 overs with J Barnett top scoring with an unbeaten 100. C Head and B Parker 

took two wickets apiece for the school. When the school batted, runs proved much 

harder to score especially after the talented Cam Rule was out for a quick fire 39. 

The school were eventually all out for 108 with S.Pace to the fore with an 

unorthodox and entertaining 25. Ward, Crace, Ranawat and Thomas all took two 

wickets each for the MCC. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OI rower wins National Student Championships 

Hannah Farley (OI 2005 – 2012), as part of the Oxford University Woman’s Lightweight 

Rowing Club, won the gold medal in the Lightweight Eight at the British Universities 

Championships in May.  Full details of this can be found through the link to the 

university’s website below, where it also shows that she won silver medals in the 

lightweight coxless four and the coxless quad on the Nottingham course. 

http://www.ouwlrc.org.uk/news/ 

What an achievement! 
 

 
 
7 OIs cycle from London to Amsterdam 
 
On Friday 12th June, Warwick and Tom Dunnett, along with 5 other Old Ipswichians, 
David Rowledge, Julian Pennington, Olly Magnus, Tim Hodgson, and Alastair Kerr 
cycled 145 miles in two days, from London to Amsterdam in the aid of Prostate Cancer 
UK.  A link to the event can be found on the OI Facebook page. 

http://www.ouwlrc.org.uk/news/


 

 
 

The Great East Swim 
 
Earlier this year, Tim Passmore set himself the challenge of getting fit and taking part in 
the Great East Swim.  This he completed on Saturday 20th June.  If you would like to 
find out more and possibly sponsor him for Suffolk Mind, details can be found through 
the following link: 
 
http://www.charitychoice.co.uk/fundraiser/timpassmore/great-east-swim-2015  

 

Kind Regards 

Guy Main 

Chairman 

OI Club 

oldipswichians@ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk 
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