
From Budapest

… and beyond

to Beijing



Back in the USSR 1988-89



Pop. 

10 million

Capital 

Budapest

Hungary



Hungary

"To the memory of the liberating 

Soviet heroes - erected by the 

grateful Hungarian people 1945" 

“To the memory 
of all those who 

sacrificed their 

lives for the 

independence, 

freedom, and 

prosperity of 

Hungary".

https://www.euractiv.com/section/central-

europe/news/controversial-monument-divides-

hungarians-angers-jewish-community/

https://www.budapestbylocals

.com/budapest-gellert-hill.html
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https://www.budapestbylocals.com/budapest-gellert-hill.html


Hungary

Foreign Ministers Gyula Horn of Hungary (R) and Alois Mock of 
Austria (L) cutting the barbed wire fence on the Hungarian-

Austrian border on 27 June 1989. Photograph: Karoly Matusz/EPA



Pop. 

5.5 million

Capital 

Bratislava

https://www.welcometobratislava.eu

/socialist-architecture-bratislava/

Slovakia



Austria
Pop. 8.7 million  

Capital Vienna

BBC News Magazine - 1913: When Hitler, 

Trotsky, Tito, Freud and Stalin all lived in the 

same place, Andy Walker Today programme, 

BBC Radio 4 18 April 2013



Austria



Czech Republic
Pop. 10.5 million

Capital Prague



Czech Republic



Poland
Pop. 2.8 million

Capital Warsaw



Warsaw



Lithuania

Pop. 2.8 million

Capital Vilnius



Lithuania



Latvia
Pop. 

2.2 million

Capital

Riga



Latvia



Estonia
Pop. 5.5 million

Capital Tallinn



Estonia

Picture-alliance/dpa 



Finland
Pop. 5.5 million

Capital Helsinki



Russia
Pop. 

145 million

Capital 

Moscow



St Petersburg “The people need 
peace, the people 
need bread, the 

people need land… 
We must fight for 

the social 
revolution...till the 

complete victory of 
the proletariat. Long 
live the worldwide 

Socialist revolution!” 



St Petersburg



St Petersburg



Moscow



Moscow



Moscow



Moscow



Moscow



• 8-10 million people died in the Civil War 

• 5-6 million people died in the famine of 1921-22

• 10 million people sent to the camps from 1934-1947

• 1.5 million arrested in the Great Terror 1937-8

• almost half of those arrested were executed
• over 2 million died in the camps (1930-1956)
(from Encyclopedia Britannica & the Gulag Museum in Moscow)

Evan Gershkovich 

Moscow Times



Moscow



Trans-Mongolian

Seacitymaps.com



The train



Trans-Mongolian Day 1



Siberian taiga

https://www.loveluxleblog.

com/2018/08/russia-

biome-map.html

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiWheu61Y_lAhUNzhoKHVlSAGQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://maps-russia.com/russian-tundra-map&psig=AOvVaw0Swyy7wPB-L1Hq9Q_qBrU4&ust=1570727306335141


Siberian Cities



Trans-Mongolian Day 4

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages-na.ssl-images-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F81VK3xl3e2L.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FRudolf-Nureyev-Life-Julie-Kavanagh%2Fdp%2F0241986907&docid=tT_C7-wb_7RlfM&tbnid=qX6fhPHuNsDw1M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj01Pq-xZnlAhVK5uAKHUlKD6oQMwhQKAEwAQ..i&w=1524&h=2339&itg=1&bih=921&biw=1829&q=Rudolf%20Nureyev%3A%20The%20Life&ved=0ahUKEwj01Pq-xZnlAhVK5uAKHUlKD6oQMwhQKAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


Lake Baikal & Buryatia

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages-na.ssl-images-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F81VK3xl3e2L.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FRudolf-Nureyev-Life-Julie-Kavanagh%2Fdp%2F0241986907&docid=tT_C7-wb_7RlfM&tbnid=qX6fhPHuNsDw1M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj01Pq-xZnlAhVK5uAKHUlKD6oQMwhQKAEwAQ..i&w=1524&h=2339&itg=1&bih=921&biw=1829&q=Rudolf%20Nureyev%3A%20The%20Life&ved=0ahUKEwj01Pq-xZnlAhVK5uAKHUlKD6oQMwhQKAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


Mongolia
Pop. 3 million

Capital Ulan Bator



Mongolia



Gobi Desert

railway-technical.com 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi5vuKixqvkAhXtx4UKHSPLCigQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://www.railway-technical.com/trains/rolling-stock-index-l/bogies.html&psig=AOvVaw0_qWF6ekTrtzx_-StnlSDd&ust=1567287010372744


China
Pop. 1.4 billion

Capital Beijing



China



China



China

@sovietvisuals



Korea

Pop. 51 million

Capital Seoul



Korea
David Wharton Staff Writer, 

LA Times, Feb. 17, 2018 

‘Peace Village’

https://www.latimes.com/people/david-wharton


Japan
Pop. 126 million

Capital Tokyo



Japan



Hong Kong
Pop. 7 million



Thank you! - Спасибо!
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas Auschwitz - fiction John Boyne

The Tattooist of Auschwitz Auschwitz - based on a true story Heather Morris

A Gentleman in Moscow Fiction about post-revolutionary Moscow Amor Towles

Rudolf Nureyev – The Life Biography Julie Kavanagh

In Siberia Travel throughout Siberia in 1990s Colin Thubron

Riding the Iron Rooster Trans-Siberian Paul Theroux

The Big Red Train Ride Trans-Siberian Eric Newby

Behind the Wall: A Journey Through China Travel through China in 1980s Colin Thubron

The Man with the Iron Heart

Anthropoid

Assassination of Reinhard Heydrich

The Third Man Post-war Vienna

Schindler’s List Krakow & Auschwitz

The Pianist Warsaw Ghetto

The White Crow Rudolf Nureyev’s early life & defection to the West
Dancer Sergei Polunin, the bad boy of C20 ballet

Death of Stalin Satirical look at 1950s Soviet leadership, very black humour

Leviathan Russian film, Best Foreign Language Film Golden Globes 2014

Anna Karenina Joe Wright’s film based on Tolstoy’s novel
War & Peace BBC adaptation of Tolstoy’s novel


